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Children at Home 


1. Africa Bound 


By Polly Lou 


VERYONE was. busy _ packing. 

Grandmother had cleared one 
room at Bethel Farm for all the things 
that had to be put into trunks, suitcases, 
and boxes. Finally the trunks were 
closed and roped, the boxes nailed shut, 
and the suitcases ready to go. 

At the train, a group of Christian 
friends had gathered to see the family 
off to New York. As the train pulled 
away from the station, Mother wiped 
a tear from her smiling eyes. She was 
happy to be going with Dad and Ted 
and Sue to help at the Mission School 
in Africa, but she would miss Grand- 
mother. 

When their train reached New York, 
Ted and Sue could only stand and wait 
and watch until the crowd thinned a 
bit and Dad could get a taxi to take 
them to their hotel. That night Sue 
said, “Do the people here never go to 
bed and get quiet?” Dad laughed and 
said, “Yes, Sue, some go to bed and 
others get up to work in the night.” 
The children found it hard to feel 
sleepy way up in an upper story of 
their hotel with the street noises float- 
ing up to them. Finally Sue broke 
down and cried, “I’m homesick. I wish 
I were back at Bethel Farm.” 

“We all feel a bit that way,” answered 
Mother, “but we must be brave, you 
know.” Evening prayers together les- 
sened their loneliness and soon the fam- 
ily waked up to a new day. 

After visits to offices and consulates 
and the bank, the time came to go on 
board their cargo vessel, tied up at a 
Brooklyn dock. By this time all 
thoughts of home were far away, and 
Bethel Farm seemed a long way off. 
The children were filled with excite- 
ment. 

Ted and Sue walked up the gang- 
plank like seasoned travelers, and the 
family were shown to their cabins. 
There was not room for many pas- 
sengers on a cargo vessel, so in a short 
time everyone was well acquainted. 
The children watched the winches load- 
ing the last cargo into the hold. As 
the great nets were lifted the children 
screamed with delight to see their own 
trunks and boxes being stowed away, 
along with the cars and kerosene and 
other cargo. 

Then the winches grew quiet, the 
hatches were covered, and everyone was 
busy saying good-by to friends and rel- 
atives. The cargo vessel soon began 
to slip smoothly farther and farther 
away from the shore. Every one of 
the passengers lined the deck to catch 
the last glimpse of the shore line, but 
soon found themselves out on the wide 
and wonderful ocean. Water, water on 
all sides, and the water held their ship 
just as easily as the land holds us, the 
children discovered. 

Many lovely days went by spent on 
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the deck most of the time. “Then, we 
won’t get seasick,” wisely said Ted. 
One day the captain took the children 
up on the bridge to see the chartroom 
and to see the great wheel by which 
the vessel was steered. Another day, 
they went down into the engine room 
and saw the oil burners that kept the 
ship moving. 

And then, one day, they suddenly 
found that the ship was not moving 
any more. By this time they were in 
warm, tropical waters and spent a 
lovely day sitting quietly on the ocean 
while repairs were made in the engine 
room. 


And then there was the day when 
the sea became angry and rough. The 
ship seemed to be climbing a hill, and 
then sliding down the other side. All 
of the passengers felt a bit seasick. 
“T can stand rocking,” said Dad, “but 
when we start pitching, I have to keep 
my face to the wind to keep from 
feeling sick.” 


The family all were determined not 
to be seasick, so stayed on the deck, 
walking and sometimes sitting in their 
steamer chairs. As they were stand- 
ing watching the rough water in the 
evening, the captain came by and 
stopped for a chat. 


“Strange thing,” he said, “This rough- 
ness of the water is only on the surface. 
Deep down the ocean is as calm and 
undisturbed as a millpond.” 


“What a lesson on life!” said Dad. 
“The peace of God in our hearts is like 
that, too.” 


“Yes,” answered the captain, “we 
learn many things to keep us close in 
touch with God, as we sail His seas.” 


The children enjoyed the times when 
Dad took them up to the very front of 
the ship where they could see the prow 
plowing its way through the water. It 
was here they saw their very first fly- 
ing fishes. The fishes were disturbed 
by the ship’s approach and flew out of 
the water and then dived back into 
the ocean again. One day a flying fish 


landed on the metal deck. “Sure 
enough,” cried Ted, “it does have 
wings.” The fins were so large that 


they looked like and served as wings 
when spread. 


Here it was that the children saw 
their first school of porpoises. The great 
creatures leaped out of the waves, a 
dozen or more at one time, and then 
disappeared into the water. “They look 
so happy, just as if they were playing,” 
said Sue. 


By this time, every day seemed 
alike, except Sunday. Then the family 
gathered with the other passengers for 
a church service. The nights when 
the moon was full, everyone lay in 
his steamer chair watching the silver 
path made by the moonlight across the 
water right to the ship’s railing. 

“Only the angels could walk on that 
pathway, though,” said Sue, after Ted 
had said, “Looks like a silver road 
doesn’t it?” 

(To be continued) 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1961 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 

son List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1961 is now available. Many 
superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
real incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
regular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
use of the Bible itself, rather than 
printed excerpts from it. The list is 
also convenient for superintendents to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for their lesson preparation. 

The 1961 Lesson List shows all the les- 
sons for the year in chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
as well as the Scripture references and 
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“Some Good Thing” 


We know scarcely anything of Abijah, son of Jero- 
boam. Apparently he was just a little fellow when he died. 
God gave his father a great opportunity. He made him 
king of Israel. In his youth, Jeroboam had been a mighty 
man of valor. Solomon made him ruler over the house of 
Joseph, but upon ascending the new throne of Israel he 
turned to idolatry. He made Israel, the people, to sin. 
He prostituted the priesthood. God warned Jeroboam, but 
he persisted in his rebellion. Therefore God condemned 
him and set him and his family aside from being kings 
over Israel. It is a law of God that He judges. the sins of 
fathers in their children unto the third and fourth generation 
(Exod. 34:7). 
was so great that his entire line of descendants was wiped 
‘out. So it was, in the providence of God, little Abijah was 
judged as a child for the sins of his wicked father. He died 
while he was still a child. God’s judgments are not an 
implacable fatalism. God is a person. God is love. God 
is the Father of all who believe in Christ, and whenever 
in the individual there is some response toward Himself, 
God is ever present in grace and mercy. There must have 


In the case of Jeroboam, his wickedness 


been something in the young heart of Abijah, some response 
toward Him—a childlike faith, a confiding trust, an inno- 
cent love—for we read that God found in the heart of 
Abijah “some good thing toward the Lord God of Israel” 
(1 Kings 14:13). This ray of divine light and favor in 
an otherwise unrelieved dark landscape of sin and judgment 
should cause each of us to do two things: First, to 
look up by faith into the face of God and there to behold, 
not only the awesome glory of infinite holiness, purity, and 
truth but also infinite love and grace. So we continually 
cast ourselves upon the everlasting mercy of the God of all 
grace with trembling joy and godly fear. Second, while 
it is true that in us naturally there dwells no good thing; 
yet as God’s children through faith in Christ Jesus, we are 
now indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Let us pray, then that by 
His gracious enabling He may so constrain our hearts 
toward the Lord, as we yield to Him, that as God the 
Father looks at us He will see something, some small element 
of pure love for Him, of devotion and sacrifice that, as 
with little Abijah of old so with us today, God may find 


“some good thing.” 
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most important interests. After 

a difficult, and perhaps danger- 
ous, journey we write: “Arrived safely.” 
We have insurance schemes that will 
give us safety from specified financial 
losses. We try to ensure freedom from 
accidents by having safety zones and 
pedestrian crossings. 

Security is one of the basic human 
needs. We want to be sure of employ- 
ment as long as we are-able to work. 
Then we want to be sure of a pension 
for the rest of our lives. Security is 
always one of our hopes if not of our 
achievements. 

Yet we have more important inter- 
ests even than being kept free from 
accident and financial loss. After all, 
this life will soon terminate and then 
our freedom from accident and financial 
loss will not avail. We need security 
in our eternal destiny. As eternal life 
is so much more valuable than earthly 
life, so eternal security is much more 
necessary than earthly security. 

Can we be sure that once we become 
Christians and so have to the best of 


O= personal safety is one of our 





our knowledge ensured a future life 
of blessedness, that we shall never lose 
it? Our certainty, or lack of it, will 
affect our whole outlook on life. It 
would be most disappointing if we 
found that something might come be- 
tween God and ourselves so that we 
lost that assurance. There would be 
no joy in life if that were so. Further, 
we know that one day we shall meet 
our Lord. We must be certain that 
our names are written in the book of 
life and will remain there, or the 
thought of that day will fill us with 
dread and alarm. 

As we consider these vital issues we 
think first of the way in which we 
obtained eternal life. Jesus said, “I 
am the good shepherd: the good shep- 
herd giveth his life for the sheep” 
(John 10:11). Or as Paul has put it, 
“God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). We 
did not receive eternal life because we 
were striving to live a good life, or 
because we had resisted temptation. 
Our eternal life depends on the death 








of Christ. Therefore so long as Christ’s 
death is sufficient in the eyes of God, 
there is no possibility of eternal life 
being taken from us. In Hebrews we 
read that Christ has “obtained eternal 
redemption for us” (Heb. 9:12); “By 
one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:14). 
As Christ’s sacrifice will never cease to 
avail, and as our life depends on His 
death, so we can never forfeit eternal 
life. 

Why did our spiritual life begin? Be- 
cause God chose us for salvation and 
sent His Son into the world to die for 
us. God began our salvation and what 
He began He will never abandon. Paul 
says: “He which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). Our 
limitation in ability or the stiffness of 
our opposition may make us give up 
what we started with the best of in- 
tentions, or we may change our minds. 
God always carries through what He 
begins because nothing can stop Him. 
Also He will never alter the purposes 
of grace for us, because, as Paul speci- 
fically tells us, “The gifts and calling 
of God are without repentance [change 
of mind]” (Rom. 11:29). God will never 
allow any of us to drop out halfway. 

We can trust God to keep us for ever 
for He is the “only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords; who only 
hath immortality” (1 Tim. 6:15, 16). 
The Apostle Paul was facing martyr- 
dom. He knew that his earthly life 
would soon be over. Was he then ap- 
prehensive and full of fear of the fu- 
ture? Or was he calm and sure? This 
is his grand declaration: “I know whom 
I have believed, and am _ persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that 
day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Here is the Apostle 
Paul resting in the absolute security 
of the unchangeable God. The God 
who chose us will keep us forever. 

Of course, we trust in the word of 
God and trust it implicity, but has 
God done anything to give us additional 
evidence of our security? Have we 
any assurance other than His bare 
word? Yes. After we believed we 
“were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise, which is the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession” (Eph. 1:13, 14). 
An earnest, or part payment as the 
word meant in Paul’s day, was given 
as security that the remainder of the 
bargain would follow. The law could 
then compel the performing of the re- 
mainder of the contract. An earnest 
is therefore part of the full contract. 
The participle connected with the word 
for “earnest” is the same as that used 
of a girl who is engaged to be married, 
and the corresponding noun is the same 
as the word for the engagement ring. 
The ring is therefore the pledge that 
the contract will be completed, and, in 
Modern Greek, a girl who is engaged 
to be married is called “one who re- 
ceived an earnest.” So we have been 


redeemed and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is evidence that we belong to 
God. 


In addition, God has given us 


636 (4) 











the Holy Spirit as the “ring” to show 
that we are betrothed to Him. So we 
know that one day our redemption will 
be full and complete. God will not 
give up His purchased possession or 
break His contract. He has given us 
the first installment of our life in 
Heaven. 

We live in a dangerous’ world. 
Though we are Christians, we can still 
be sorely tempted and can sin. Satan 
did not leave us when we were con- 
verted; rather he has tempted us all 
the more sharply and deeply. Is it 
possible that he will draw us away 
from God? We have this double as- 
surance that this is impossible. Our 
Lord says of His sheep, “I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father’s hand” (John 10: 
28, 29). This is the fullest security. 

During the last war the greatest pre- 
cautions were taken against any leak- 
age of information of vital importance 
to the enemy. Messages were coded 
and then, in case the enemy should 
discover that code, they were re-coded 
into another code. It was a double 
security measure. We, too, have double 
security. We are enclosed in the hand 
of Christ and we cannot fall from that. 
That hand is enclosed in God’s hand. 
He will never fail us by letting us slip 
through His fingers. He holds us in a 
grip that He will never relax. 

Our security depends on God’s love 


(Continued on page 647) 








lw Notes on 
>Open letters 


Will Children Be Included 
In the Rapture? 


In our study of prophecy these 
past few weeks, a pertinent question 
has been raised to which I cannot give 
a definite answer. It is this: In the 
Rapture, when the believers meet 
Christ in the air, will babies and small 
children too young to have made a 
decision for Christ be included in the 
going up? Or will they be among 
those to whom the Kingdom Gospel 
will be preached during the Tribula- 
tion, assuming that some of them will 
then be old enough to understand?— 
A Pennsylvania reader. 


Two questions are involved in this in- 
quiry of the Pennsylvania reader. One 











Comfort for Dark Days 





“Cast thy bread upon the waters: 
for thou shalt find it after many 
days” (Eccles. 11:1). 























is, will babies and small children of be- 
lievers be included in the Rapture, and 
the other is, will all children, even those 
of unbelievers who are not yet old 
enough to understand, be caught up 
with believers. 

As for the children of believers, while 
there is no specific Scripture verse that 
answers the question, nevertheless sev- 
eral Scriptures give reason to believe 
that children of believers will be caught 
up with their parents in the Rapture. 
When Peter was preaching to the multi- 
tudes gathered about at Pentecost, he 
said, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For 
the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call” (Acts 2:38, 39). To the Philippian 
jailer, after the earthquake and the re- 
lease of the prisoners there, Paul said to 
the jailer, in response to his inquiry as 
to what he should do to be saved, “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16: 
31). At the time of the first Passover, 
which was the Old Testament type of 
redemption through belief in the blood 
of the Lamb that God had provided, not 
only the adults but the children that 
were in the houses where the blood was 
sprinkled on the doorposts and lintels 
were saved. 

Since, concerning the Rapture, we are 
told that after those that sleep in Jesus 
rise first, “we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air” (1 Thess. 4:17), and that “they 
that are Christ’s at his coming” will be 
raised from the dead (1 Cor. 15:23), it 
is reasonable to conclude that the chil- 
dren of believers who have not yet 
come to the age of accountability will 
be caught up with their believing par- 
ents. 

Insofar as the children of unbelieving 
parents are concerned, we have the 
Lord’s own words in Matthew 18:14, “It 
is not the will of your Father which is 
in heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish.” The implication is that 
although they are born with a sinful na- 
ture as are all since the Fall, neverthe- 
less they are the object of God’s tender 
care until they come to the place where 
they will decide for themselves whether 
to believe on Christ and be saved, or to 
reject Him and be lost. Whether 
or not such children will be caught up 
at the time of the Rapture, we are not 
told. There is the possibility that they 
may be left with their unbelieving par- 
ents and may have the opportunity of 
being saved during the time of the 
Great: Tribulation. The Scriptures do 
not reveal the plan that God has for 
these, neither can we be certain as to 
just when in a child’s life he becomes 
accountable. The important lesson for 
those of us who know Christ as our 
Saviour is to do everything that we can 
to make Him known to children, both 
of believers and unbelievers, and to give 
them every opportunity to accept Christ 
and follow Him. 
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2. The Believer's Diploma 





Divine love, the heptagonal jewel of the Gospel 


A. THE QUALITIES OF LOVE 


HERE are seven qualities that pre- 
sent the whole jewel, of divine 
love. 


1. Divine love is the all-constant and 
continuing virtue. In the great love 
chapter of the New Testament, 1 Corin- 
thians 13, the apostle declares that 
“love never faileth” (v. 8, A.S.V.). 
There will come a time when faith 
will become unnecessary and hope will 
not be needed. But love will reign 
throughout eternity. Love is eternal 
because God is love, and God is eternal. 
The apostle uses this point to prove 
the superiority of love over faith and 
hope. We certainly want to exercise 
faith and entertain hope. How much 
more should we seek to be filled with 
His love? 

Faith will vanish into sight; 

Hope be emptied in delight; 

Love in heaven will shine more bright; 

Therefore give us love. 

2. Divine love is the all-consuming 
fire. “For love is strong as death; 
jealousy is cruel as Sheol; the flashes 
thereof are the flashes of fire, a very 
flame of Jehovah. Many waters can- 
not quench love, neither can the floods 
drown it: if a man would give all the 
substance of his house for love, he 
would utterly be contemned” (Song of 
Solomon 8:6b, 7, A.S.V.). This is a 
vivid description of love. The love of 
our Lord for us is as strong as death, 
because it led Him to death. His 
jealousy for our eternal welfare led 
Him to Sheol. Many waters could not 
quench it. The floods of the Cross 
could not drown it. He offered up 
Himself wholly as a burnt offering out 
of His love. May we allow Him to re- 
lease this love of His through us to- 
ward the brethren! 

Several times, when we lived in 
Massachusetts, I saw, in Boston, a 
woman dressed in dark clothes, appar- 
ently roving aimlessly about. One day 
I learned that she was. constantly 
going about peering into saloons or 
watching the faces of those coming out, 
going into hospitals and jails and exam- 
ining the faces. She became well known 
by policemen, nurses, and saloonkeepers. 
But she would not tell anyone the pur- 
pose of her search. When she felt that 
the end was near, she opened her heart 
to a kindly nurse who inquired of her, 
“Whom are you seeking?” She told 
her that for twenty years she had been 
Seeking her boy. “I must give up my 
Search,” she said, “but if he comes here, 
will you tell him that God and his 
mother for twenty years carried on the 
search for him?” That is love. 

3. Divine love is the all-controlling 
power in life and conduct. In Galatians 
5:6 the apostle declares: “For in Christ 
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Having shown last week the impera- 
tive of Christian love one for 
another, and impossibility of such 
love apart from Christ, Mr. Haggai, 
in this concluding article, names 
seven qualities and fifteen charac- 
teristics of divine love that are made 
available through the life of Christ 
operating in the soul of the believer. 








Jesus neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing, or uncircumcision; but faith 
working through love” (A.S.V.). Tak- 
ing the whole chapter into considera- 
tion convinces us that the deplorable 
condition of the Galatians was due to 
the fact that their loveless lives were 
self-destructive, and what they needed 
above all else was divine love to con- 
trol their attitude and conduct (see vv. 
13-15). 

4. Divine love is the all-covering 
cloak. “Above all things be fervent 
in your love among yourselves; for 
love covereth a multitude of sins” (1 
Pet. 4:8). How essential is this angle 
for our home and church life! While 
we are in the flesh, we do err in word 
and deed. We offend others and others 
offend us. Often, also, our good deeds 
and well-meant words are misunder- 
stood. Frictions arise and alienation is 
brought about for no real reason. Di- 
vine love in the heart blinds the eyes 
to other people’s failures and overlooks 
their faults. Friendship and felicity 
will reign instead of feuds and factions. 


5. Divine love is the all-constraining 
force in the King’s service. “For the 








Faith Is the Victory 
By Jessie Wilmore Murton 


AITH is the victory! To still believe 
When darkness throws a thicken- 
ing pall about 
The path ahead; and sneering skeptics 
flout 
The help we seek, and yet do not re- 
ceive. 
Faith is the victory! Just to be still 
And know the Lord is God—in spite of 
fear 
And doubt, and prayers He does not 
seem to hear. 
To lay all at His feet and say, “Thy 
will.” 


Faith is the victory! Nor depth, nor 
height, 

Things present or things past, nor even 
hell 

Can separate us from the love of Him 

Who knew a deeper and a darker night 

Than ever on a human pathway fell. 

We, too, shall conquer .. . if faith 
grow not dim. 





By the Rev. W. A. HAGGAI 


love of Christ constraineth us; because 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead [or all died]: and 
that he died for all, that they. which 
live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died 
for them, and rose again” (2 Cor. 5:14, 
15). The expression “the love of 
Christ” evidently means Christ’s love 
for us (subjective genitive). But it is 
only when that love begets in us love 
for Him (objective genitive) that this 
powerful force operates and produces 
utter devotion to our most worthy Lord. 


6. Divine love is the all-combining 
bond. The third chapter of Paul’s 
Epistle to the Colossians opens with 
the admonition, based upon the identi- 
fication of Christians with Christ in His 
death and resurrection, to set their af- 
fection on things in Heaven where Christ 
is seated. In verses 5 to 9 he gives a 
list of negative commands. And in 
verse 12 he begins a list of positive 
commands, “Put on. therefore, as God’s 
elect, holy and beloved, a heart of com- 
passion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, 
longsuffering; forbearing one another 
and forgiving each other.” In the 14th 
verse he reaches the climax with the 


words: “And above all these things 
put on love, which is the bond of 
perfectness” (A.S.V.). In the second 


verse of chapter two the apostle speaks 
of Christians having their hearts knit 
together. But how? The answer is: 
“In love.” Divine love, therefore, is 
the all-combining bond that binds to- 
gether the various Christian graces in 
the believer, and binds the believers 
together as one. 


7. Divine love is the all-compassion- 
ate attitude. By taking the last two 
verses of the fourth chapter of Ephe- 
sians and the first two of the fifth we 
have the complete thought. “Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamor, and railing, be put away from 
you, with all malice: and be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiv- 
ing each other, even as God also in 
Christ forgave you. Be ye therefore 
imitators of God, as dear children; and 
walk in love, even as Christ also loved 
you, and gave himself up for us” 
(A.S.V.). Walking in this divine love 
is the secret of kindness, tenderheart- 
edness, forgivingness. By being “imi- 
tators of God as dear children,” we 
display that love wherewith He loved 
us even when we were dead in tres- 
passes and sins (Eph. 2:4, 5). 


Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost, 
Taught by Thee we covet most, 
Of Thy gifts at Pentecost, 

Holy, heavenly love. 


B. CHARACTERISTICS OF LOVE 


Within the compass of four verses of 
the great love chapter—1 Corinthians 
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13—there are fifteen characteristics of 
love, fifteen things love does and does 
not do. 


1. “Love suffereth long.” Love is 
long spirited. Love has long patience. 
Love endures patiently. Love is “long- 
protracted restraint of the soul from 
yielding to passion.” This is exempli- 
fied by our Lord on the cross. He en- 
dured patiently all the mockery heaped 
upon Him before He went to the cross 
and while hanging there. 


2. Love is “kind.” It is possible un- 
der pressure to restrain one’s passion. 
We occasionally find it necessary to 
suffer long. To do otherwise would 
worsen our condition. This is not the 
case here. Love suffers long and is 
kind withal. A dear old lady, while 
scrubbing clothes on a washboard, was 
being tantalized by two boys. In a 
little while she began to feel irritated, 
yet the situation necessitated self-con- 
trol. While she tried to remain pleasant 
and speak kindly to them, one could 
notice that she scrubbed harder on the 
washboard. Love is patient, and kind 
while patient. This also is exemplified 
by our Lord on the cross. While en- 
during long, He also was kind to those 
who crucified Him and to the penitent 
thief. 


3. “Love envieth not.” Moffatt trans- 
lates it: “Love knows no _ jealousy.” 
When Moses was informed that Eldad 
and Medad were prophesying in the 
camp, Joshua urged him to forbid 
them. But Moses kindly replied, “En- 
viest thou for my sake? Would God 
that all the Lord’s people were proph- 
ets, and that the Lord would put his 
spirit upon them!” (Num. 11:26-29.) 
This is love which “envieth not.” 


4. “Love vaunteth not itself.” Wey- 
mouth renders it: “Is not forward or 
self-assertive”’; and Moffatt: “. , 
makes no parade.” Godbey puts it: 
“Makes no display of itself.” Perhaps 
the outstanding Bible example of vaunt- 
ing oneself is Haman in the Book of 
Esther. When the king asked his opin- 
ion as to what to do for a person “whom 
the king delighteth to honour,” he con- 
cluded that he was the one. His pun- 
ishment was just. 


5. Love “is not puffed up.” This 
word is of special interest. It is traced 
to “bellows” either to inflate oneself 
with a pair of bellows, or to be blown 
up like a pair of bellows. It is trans- 
lated in the following ways, “not boast- 
ful and conceited,” “gives itself no airs.” 


6. Love “doth not behave itself un- 
seemly.” Robertson suggests the word 
“indecently.” Moffatt translates it “is 
never rude.” 


7. Love “seeketh not her own.” “Does 
not seek to aggrandize herself”; “Does 
not insist on its own rights.” This is 
indeed penetrating into the warp and 
woof of everyday living. For an ex- 
ample read the story of Abraham and 
Lot in Genesis 13. 


8. Love “is not easily provoked.” The 
word “easily” is not in the original. 
It is said that the translators of the 
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King James Version added the word 
through deference to their king, who 
was known to have a high temper. 


9. Love “thinketh no evil.” “Taketh 
no account of evil” (A.S.V.); “does not 
brood over wrong”; “is not resentful.” 
Where there is love, no wrong inter- 
pretation is put on deeds or words 
that seem wrong or even are wrong. 


10. Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity.” 


“Never glad when others go wrong”; 


“finds no pleasure in injustice done to 
others.” 

11. Love “rejoiceth in the _ truth.” 
Love rejoices in the triumph of truth, 
even though it may mean the vindi- 
cation of those who are not our friends. 

12. Love “beareth all things.” “She 
knows how to be silent”; “always slow 


to expose.” “Love roofs and shelters.” 
13. Love “believeth all things.” “Al- 
ways eager to believe the best.” “Love 
is full of trust.” 
14. Love “hopeth all things.” Love 


is sanely optimistic, in that it keeps 
on hoping for the triumph of right in 
the life, when, to all appearances, there 
is no hope. 

15. Love “endureth all things.” When 
it cannot roof or shelter, it holds on. 


These verses “picture the character 


Hidden Depths 











or conduct of love in marvelous rhap- 
sody” (Robertson). A careful reading 
of these characteristics of love should 
convince us that divine love is not a 
mere emotion, but rather the life of 
Christ operating in the soul. A letter 
written by the evangelist George Whit- 
field to the great John Wesley is a 
clear example of this principle of life: 


My honored friend and brother: 

For once hearken to a child, who is 
willing to wash your feet. I beseech 
you by the mercies of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, if you would have my 
love confirmed towards you, write no 
more to me about the misrepresenta- 
tion wherein we differ. Why should 
we dispute, when there is no possi- 
bility of convincing? Will it not in 
the end destroy brotherly love, and 
insensibly take from us that cordial 
union and sweetness of soul, which, I 
pray God, may~-always subsist be- 
tween us? How glad would the enemy 
of our Lord be to see us divided. How 
would the cause of our common Mas- 
ter every way suffer by our raising 
dispute about particular points of doc- 
trine. Honored sir, let us offer sal- 
vation freely to all by the blood of 
Jesus... 


God help us to seek this most ex- 
cellent way! 


BINGHAMTON, N. Y. 


A mission camp’s prayers answered 


AMP NATHANAEL at Emmalena, 

Kentucky, had only a shallow well 
to quench the thirst of over two hun- 
dred mountain children. When the well 
went dry, water was hauled eight miles 
in milk containers to help meet the 
pressing need. 

The Mission had been given, in an- 
swer to united prayer, two thousand 
dollars to be used to purchase the 
farm now known as Camp Nathanael. 
When sixty-six acres of beautiful moun- 
tain and meadow land were purchased, 
there were seventy-five dollars over 
and above the purchase price in the 
treasury. It was decided that this 
should be used for the drilling of a 
camp well so that the children’s thirst 
could be quenched. Two questions 
posed themselves in our minds: First, 
Would this amount do the job? and 
second, Where could water be found? 
Only the Lord knew the answers to 
these questions. 

The well driller came. He was not 
informed of the state of the treasury. 
He was asked, “Where can you drill so 
as to strike water?” 

“You can see as far into the ground 
as I can. Tell me where to set the 
drill and I will go to work,” he an- 
swered. Breathing a prayer to the One 
whose eye sees beneath the surface, I 
pointed an index finger to the exact 
spot. 





By GARLAND D. FRANKLIN 


Work was little more than begun 
when rock was struck. Drilling was 
slow, and the cost was one dollar per 
foot. At forty, fifty, sixty feet, the 
well was still dry. Our treasury was 
sinking as the well went down. Our 
prayer now was, “Lord, do not let him 
go too far before striking water.” At 
sixty-six feet a gushing stream of water 
was suddenly found. Up it came in 
the rock to within twenty feet of the 
surface. A wet well and nine dollars 
to spare! 

Just a minute; the job is not finished! 
Our wise workman informed us that 
some casing for the top of the well and 
a sack of cement were needed to seal 
off surface water. When this was done, 
the job was completed and his bill 
was presented. What do you think it 
cost? Seventy-four dollars and ninety- 
nine cents: one penny to spare! As 
someone has said, “What God orders 
He pays for. What He does not order 
is not worth having.” 

Although we soon knew the well af- 
forded enough water to fill our thir- 
teen-thousand-gallon reservoir, we did 
not realize that we had tapped such 
an abundant underground resource un- 
til later. The Lord, through a faithful 
friend, also made possible a sanitary 
swimming pool for Camp Nathanael. 
Would we have to use the muddy, 
germ-infested water of Troublesome 
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Creek? Our prudent engineer sug- 
gested that we put a test on the well 
to discover its resource. We discovered 
that the well would supply ninety-eight 
thousand gallons more to fill the pool— 
an abundant well with hidden depths 
and a capacity for output unknown to 
us! 

A thoughtful mountain man asked 
the question: “Did you ever stop to 
think that you might have missed that 
stream in the crevice of that rock if 
you had set the drill over a few inches 
on either side?” 

“That had not occurred to me, but 
I believe it is true,” I answered. 
Thanks to the Lord’s skillful guidance 
and for a well of water “whose waters 
fail not.” 


EMMALENA, Ky. 
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Dr. Rowell’s Latest Booklets 
On a Catholic Presidency 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers are 

already acquainted with Dr. Row- 
ell’s timely warning entitled, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic be President?” which 
appeared in the Trwes of February 6, 
1960. The reprint of this article has 
met with a wide demand, and is still 


available at 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; $10 a 
thousand. 

Now it is possible to secure in book- 
let form Dr. Rowell’s enlarged state- 
ment on this crucial subject, entitled, 
“President or Pope—Shall Rome Dom- 
inate America?” This gives a photo- 
graphic picture of the monument of 
Loyola, representing the founder of the 
Jesuit Order trampling Martin Luther 
underfoot. 

The second booklet available is Dr. 
Rowell’s “Open Letter to Cardinal Tar- 
dini, Vatican Secretary of State,” deal- 
ing with the forthcoming Ecumenical 
Council proposed by Rome. This pre- 
sents a serious issue that will increase in 
seriousness as the time for the so-called 
Second Vatican Council to be decided 
upon by the Roman Church, draws 
nearer. This documentary research has 
been highly commended by many out- 
standing leaders, is vital to all Chris- 
tians, and should be studied in the 
light of the Pope’s invitation. 

The cost of “Pope or President?” is 
25 cents; the “Open Letter to Cardinal 
Tardini,” is 15 cents—both for 40 cents, 
postpaid. “Pope or President?” may be 
had in quantity at five for $1; “Open 
Letter,” eight for $1. Orders should be 
addressed to Challenge Pub. Co., Susan- 
ville, Calif. 


God's Spokesman on Mount Vesuvius 


A Christian guide’s witness 


LONG, winding road was the only 
A way to the top of Mt. Vesuvius. 
As the altitude increased, we moved 
from hot, muggy August weather to 
sharp November-like winds. Along the 
sides of the road were huge immobile 
rivers of lava that at various points in 
history had been flowing white hot to 
destroy the surrounding cities. Here 
and there amidst this black, sandy ter- 
rain, shrubs and prickly pear trees 
stood. 

We drove the car as far as it could 
go, then made the last leg of the jour- 
ney by chair lift. Out we swung in 
our chair and moved slowly toward 
the summit, hearing a creak as the 
chair passed every support pole. Near 
the top, the ground was covered by a 
fine volcanic ash in which no plant 
life could exist. 

On the peak of the mountain, the 
guide led us to the edge of the terrify- 
ing chasm, approached by a treacher- 
ously narrow catwalk. He told us the 
fascinating tale of Mt. Vesuvius: On 
three occasions during the first century 
after Christ, the volcano had vomited 
its lava and lapilli (small volcanic 


stones), destroying the flourishing towns 
of Pompeii, Herculaneum, and Stabiae. 
Eruptions have continued off and on 
ever since, often damaging nearby com- 
munites. 


Today an observatory, built 
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By WILLARD A. SCOFIELD 


halfway up the mountainside, registers 
the pulse of the ground in order to 
give ample warning should any future 
eruption threaten to occur. 

But the most interesting part of our 
journey was not the story of Vesuvius, 
nor the sight of the chasm, but the 
guide himself 

Franco, in describing the eruption 
of the first century said, “You know, 
Pompeii was a very wicked city and 
God gave the people a warning by 
allowing slight eruptions in A.D. 63 and 
64. But the people continued their 
wickedness and God destroyed the city 
completely in 79.” 

“A God-fearing man, at least,” we 
thought. But before the lecture was 
completed, Franco made his faith even 
more explicit. He told of his con- 
version in a city-wide evangelistic cam- 
paign that had recently been held in 
Naples. 

“Since Jesus come into my heart, I 
pray every morning to be able to hold 
all the joy that I have,” he exclaimed 
in his broken English. 

When we told Franco that we, too, 
were Christians, he told us a little 
more about his experience. For years 
he had been looking for something to 
give him peace. He had dabbled in 
religion. For a short while he had 
been a member of the Italian Com- 








munist Party. He had continued to 
search. Now, in Christ, he had found 
real peace and contentment. 

Franco was enthusiastic about sharing 
his faith, He was concerned about his 
sister and was praying for her con- 
version. And he was concerned about 
his tourists. In the months following 
his conversion, Franco said that he had 
borne some word of witness to every 
tourist party that he had lectured to 
on Vesuvius. Speaking in four differ- 
ent languages, he has given a Christian 
testimony to people from all parts of 
the globe. 

That day has left more than mem- 
ories of just another tour. This was a 
deep and enriching experience, for we 
realized again that God has not left 
Himself without a witness, not even 
atop Mount Vesuvius. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson List for 1961 
(Continued from second page) 


Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown, with the 
Scripture reference for each where 
these differ from the over-all Scrip- 
tures. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 




















Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Rhyme-Times for Wee Ones. By 
Marie H. Frost. (Scripture Press Foun- 
dation, Wheaton, Ill., $1.) Here are ac- 
tion songs and rhymes, each illustrated 
by a photograph or drawing that will 
delight both baby and parent. Babies 
like to be played with and loved, and 
when the rhymes, songs, and action 
games one uses have a Christian empha- 
sis, they have immeasurable value. Ed- 
ucators tell us that a child’s personality 
is shaped in these baby years. How 
wonderful to give baby not only the 
assurance of his parents’ love but also 
of his Heavenly Father’s loving care! 
Teachers of both church and secular 
nursery school will find helpful sugges- 
tions and useful material in this book. 


(Continued on page 647) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Isa. 10:5 O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff 
in their hand is mine indignation. 

6 I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and 
against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, 
to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them 
down like the mire of the streets. 

7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think 
so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a 
few. 


12 Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord 
hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on 
Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the 
king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. 

13 For he saith, By the strength of my hand I have done 
it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and I have re- 
moved the bounds of the people, and have robbed their 
treasures, and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant 


International Uniform Lesson 





GOD’S HAND IN HISTORY 
Isaiah 10:5-34; 14:24-27; 37:21-37; printed text, 10:5-7, 12-15; 14:24-27 


Golden Text.—The Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? 
and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?—Isa. 14:27 


gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the 
wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. 

15 Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth 
therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that 
shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that 
lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were 
no wood. 


Chap. 14:24 The Lorp of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely 
as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have 
purposed, so shall it stand: 

25 That I will break the Assyrian in my land, and upon 
my mountains tread him under foot: then shall his yoke de- 
part from off them, and his burden depart from off their 
shoulders. 

26 This is the purpose that is purposed upon the whole 
earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all 
the nations. 

27 For the Lorp of hosts hath purposed, and who shall 
disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall 





man: 


14 And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the 
and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I 


people: 


turn it back? 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

T MUST be surprising, if not perplex- 
[ice to the student of history who 

newly turns to the Bible to discover 
that its chronicle of history deals almost 
exclusively with a people who were 
relatively obscure and _ unimportant. 
Also, the writers, particularly the Old 
Testament historians and prophets, take 
scant notice of the rise and fall of the 
great empires of antiquity. Assyria, 
Egypt, Babylon, and the like are treated 
only in an incidental manner, and the 
writers concentrate on a petty king- 
dom that was historically unimportant 
and militarily negligible. 

Why is this? 

The answer lies in the fact that Je- 
hovah, the true God, had chosen the 
nation of Israel as His separated peo- 
ple, and they were to be the means 
by which He would reveal Himself to 
the world. They were to serve as His 
peculiar witnesses and His channel of 
ultimate blessing, as seed of Abraham, 
to all the nations of the earth. In 
view of this, the great Gentile powers 
come within the focus of Bible mention 
only as they directly affect that chosen 
nation. In Jehovah’s dealings with His 
people, however, He occasionally used 
these foreign powers to chasten them. 

Thus we see that He is really the 
great sovereign God of history, and not 
a mere tutelary deity of some insig- 
nificant tribe. All history is really “His- 
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story,” and it is refreshing and enlarg- 
ing for us to recognize this. Though 
the Gentile masses knew Him not, and 
they pursued their own false religious 
systems, yet He demonstrated repeat- 
edly that He is “governor among the 
nations” (Psa. 22:28) and that He is 
the God of all the earth. The march 
of world events, therefore, is all under 
His sovereign control. 


Verse by Verse 


Isaiah 10:5—“O Assyrian, the rod of 
mine anger, and the staff in their 
hand is mine indignation.” The As- 
syrian was the dreaded power from 
whose capital at Nineveh kings and 
armies had marched as ruthless con- 
querors. Just a few years earlier their 
military might had crushed Judah’s 
backslidden brother, Israel. But nei- 
ther was Judah guiltless, and the Lord 
was about to use this same people to 
chasten them also: However, Assyria 
would be but the rod for such discipline. 
Their military staff would only be His 
staff, and He would control every stroke 
of it. 


Verse 6.—“I will send him against an 
hypocritical nation, and against the peo- 
ple of my wrath will I give him a 
charge ...” The important thing to 
notice in this statement is the fact that 
God is in full control of the situation. 
It is no mere fortuitous success on the 
part of Assyria’s generals. There is a 
great invisible hand behind this whole 
military operation. The hypocritical 
nation is, of course, Judah, and the 








divine faithfulness makes this chastise- 
ment necessary. 


Verse 7—“‘Howbeit he meaneth not 
so, neither doth his heart think so; 
but it is in his heart to destroy and 
cut off nations not a few.” This wicked 
people regard themselves as the proud 
masters of their own destiny. They 
recognize no power superior to their 
own. They, and they alone, have de- 
termined their course of action. But 
the God of nations and of all history 
is actually making them subservient to 
His great purpose though they know 
it not. 

Verse 12.—“Wherefore it shall come 
to pass, that when the Lord hath per- 
formed his whole work upon mount 
Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish 
.. . the king of Assyria, and the glory 
of his high looks.” This revealing state- 
ment declares, first, the faithful deal- 
ings of God toward His disobedient 
people, and, second, the ultimate con- 
demnation of His enemies even though 
they have been His unconscious instru- 
ments. Because of their arrogance they 
would be severely punished. Both ac- 
tions—that against Jerusalem by As- 
syria, and that by God against the 
invader—are His work. The oppressor 
would himself be oppressed. The out- 
workings of the history involved are all 
ordered by Him. 


Verse 13.—“For he _ saith, By the 
strength of my hand I have done it, 
and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: 
and I have removed the bounds of the 
people, and have robbed their treasures, 
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and I have put down the inhabitants 
like a valiant man.” What a lot of 
chest thumping this is! Notice the “I’s” 
and the “my’s.” He is certainly in a 
celebrating mood. He is no debtor to 
the aid of any god. This victory is 
entirely the result of his own military 
strategy and prowess. 


Verse 14—“And my hand hath found 
as a nest the riches of the people: and 
as one gathereth eggs that are left, 
have I gathered all the earth; and 
there was none that moved the wing, 
or opened the mouth, or peeped.” The 
proud Assyrian here regards his con- 
quest as a bird’s-nesting expedition. As 
preying creatures would rifle and de- 
stroy a bird’s nest, so the haughty As- 
syrian generals regard their plunder of 
Judah. Just as the parent bird could 
neither defend with its wing, or even 
utter a chirp of protest, so his victory 
would be complete and overwhelming. 


Verse 15.—“Shall the axe boast it- 
self... ? or shall the saw magnify 
itself ...? as if the rod should shake it- 
self against them that lift it up, or as 
if the staff should lift up itself, as if 
it were no wood.” This presents a 
ludicrous picture. It is as though the 
ax and the saw were rising up and 
boasting of their accomplishments to 
their operators. In fact, it is more ri- 
diculous than that. It is as though the 
club were actually swinging the man 
who lifted it, or the staff were swing- 
ing the man who wielded it! Such a 
picture would be no more ridiculous 
than for the wicked Assyrian command 
to take the credit for what was actually 
permitted to them by the Almighty. 


Isaiah 14:24.—“The Lord of hosts hath 
sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, 
so shall it come to pass; and as I have 
purposed, so shall it stand.” Such a 
declaration could be made only by the 
Almighty and immutable God. Every 
purpose of His would be completely 
fulfilled. Not one of these would ever 
miscarry in the slightest degree. 


Verse 25.—“That I will break the As- 
syrian in my land, and upon my moun- 
tains tread him under foot: then shall 
his yoke depart . . from off their 
shoulders.” This enemy would not fall 
because of any decisive defeat of him 
by the armies of Judah. God would 
Himself supernaturally intervene, and 
the overthrow would be at the very 
summit of his imagined victory. 


Verse 26—“This is the purpose that 
is purposed upon the whole earth: and 
this is the hand that is stretched out 
upon all the nations.” What God was 
about to do to this proud invader pro- 
vides an example of what He could 
and would do to all the godless nations 
of the entire earth. These are just as 
Subservient to His over-all designs as 
any one of them. He worked behind 
the scenes invisibly, powerfully, and 
irresistibly. None can stay His hand, 
or say to Him, What doest Thou? 


*Verse 27.—“For the Lord of hosts 
hath purposed, and who shall disannul 
it? and his hand is stretched out, and 
who shall turn it back?” 


Notice the 





Last Week’s Lesson 
9. August 28.—The Danger of Military 
Alliances. Isaiah 30; 31; 20; 
36:1 to 37:20 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. September 11.—Isaiah’s Vision of 
the Future. Isaiah 2:1-4; 9:2-7; 11:1-9 








repetition of the word “purpose” in 
these verses. When we make plans they 
are always contingent upon circum- 
stances, and often must be revised or 
even abandoned. But not so with the 
Lord of hosts. His purposes are fixed 
and sure. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

As one ponders these great para- 
graphs he is conscious of the tremen- 
dously sharp contrast between the holy 
dignity and majesty of Almighty God, 
and the pitiable ignorance and arro- 
gance of puny man. The irresistible 
march of the Almighty transcends any 
mere petty quarrels of earth. He moves 
through the histories of nations and of 
individuals with firm objectives in view, 
and so overrules in human affairs that 
His highest glory is ultimately served. 
No plottings can thwart these purposes. 

God faithfully disciplines His chil- 
dren. He loves them too much to let 
them have their own way in every- 
thing. The nation or circumstance that 
He may employ as a rod for their cor- 
rection might seem to be unworthy of 
His use. Nevertheless, if it will effect 
His purpose, He may use it, especially 
if that nation has been posing as a 
friend to His people and has betrayed 
their confidence by leading them away 
from the Lord. 

After such employment, however, the 
Almighty may destroy the very rod 
that He has just wielded. 

In His sovereign workings He over- 
rules evil, and causes the enemy to 
pull His chariot, making even the wrath 
of man to praise Him. Though He 
may hide himself in the wrappings of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HY is the Assyrian called 
rod of God’s anger”? 

2. By whose permission did he march 
upon Zion? 

3. Why was he so confident of suc- 
cess? 

4. What lay beyond the invasion for 
the Assyrian? 

5. To what is the Assyrian’s arro- 
gance likened? 

6. What effect had the threatened 
invasion upon the remnant? 

7. Why does God sometimes use evil 
for the accomplishment of His pur- 
poses? 

8. Name one other evil character in 
the Bible whom God used. 

9. Does God’s using him indicate His 
approval? 

10. What is the supreme example of 
evil being used to glorify God? 
(Answers on page 646) 
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human affairs, nevertheless He is there, 

overruling, superintending, and accom- 

plishing. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. The smiting rod and its pride (Isa. 
10: 5-11, 13, 14, 28-32) 

2. The small remnant and their peni- 
tence (10:20-27; 37:31, 32) 

3. The sovereign ruler and His punish- 
ment (10:12, 15-19, 33, 34; 14: 24-27; 
37: 21-30, 33-38) 


Topics for Development 


The God of History Sometimes Uses 
Even “Vessels of Dishonour.” 
Though we are accustomed to the 
thought that spiritual service is accom- 
plished by “a vessel .. . sanctified, and 
meet for the master’s use” (2 Tim. 2: 
21), yet there are numbers of instances 
in Scripture where the Lord used ves- 
sels of dishonor. He evidently does 
this to demonstrate that He is sovereign, . 
and that He is quite capable of re- 
straining that which will not serve His 
purpose. 

An example of this is Balaam (see 
Num. 22 to 24). Though an enemy, he 
was used as an unwilling mouthpiece 
to declare a divine oracle of blessing! 

The arrogant Sennacherib and his in- 
solent general were used of the Lord 
to accomplish self-judgment in Hez- 
ekiah and his people. 

Another “vessel . . . of dishonour” is 
Caiaphas in the New Testament. Lis- 
ten to his prophecy in John 11:49-52. 
He was unconsciously uttering profound 
truth. 

The question is often asked: Why 
does God allow sin? May not at least 
part of the answer lie in the fact that 
sin provides the occasion in which the 
grace and glory of God is revealed? If 
there were no sin, then there would have 
been no need for the Cross. And if no 
Cross, then the revelation of God’s love 
and grace would not have been seen 
in its fullness. 

Becauses He uses evil, it does not 
follow that He approves it. On the 
contrary, He invariably punishes it. We 
must be very clear on this. 

Can you think of other instances of 
this great principle? 


Practical Applications 

As I look back in my life can I 
discern the Lord’s manifest hand? 
That accident? That serious illness? 
That testing? That disappointment? That 
success? Were all these the mere stuff 
of life that might happen to any ordi- 
nary person? Well, at least they seemed 
so at the time. 

But from the vantage of several 
months or years, as I look back upon 
them now, can I not discern the hand 
of God, who is my Heavenly Father? 
He allowed that accident for a wise 
purpose. It did not just happen. He 
permitted that deep wound that ap- 
peared at the time as an ugly enemy, 
but now I can see that it has become 
a friend. That sickness taught me 
something of my frailty; that storm of 
disappointment drove me closer to Him- 
self. 

Just as the famine of the far country 


(9) 641 





drove the prodigal contritely back to 
his father, so the sovereign Lord often 
permits some bold “Sennacherib” to 
threaten our life-borders in order that 
we cleave freshly to Him for security. 

These things in themselves are en- 
emies. But we have learned from our 
lesson today that “He sitteth on the 
waterflood,” and is the controller of 
every circumstance for our good. 


Golden Text 

Isaiah 14:27.—“The Lord of hosts hath 
purposed, and who shall disannul it? 
and his hand is stretched out, and who 
shall turn it back?” The purposes of 
God are invincible and immutable. 
They ride on in irresistible triumph. 
Neither the circumstances of life, craft 
of man, or the cunning conspiracy of 
Satan can thwart them. Christ and 
His Church are the goal. This is “the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Eph. 3:11). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger 
..-” (Isa. 10:5).—The title of this lesson 
is most appropriate. Dr. A. Rendle 
Short says in his book, “In the Days of 
the Prophet Isaiah” (Pickering and 
Inglis Publishers, Glasgow, Scotland): 
“So in one of his grandest discourses, 
Isaiah speaks a message that makes a 
landmark for all time in human history, 
and sets forth in detail the truth that 
God is the supreme ruler of nations, 
that the issue of battle is entirely in 
His hand, that He chastises sin and re- 
wards righteousness, that history is not 
an insoluble riddle, but moves along 
the path He has appointed, in accord- 
ance with moral laws.” 

Israel had become “an hypocritical 
nation.” Unrighteous decrees were be- 
ing passed which had the effect of turn- 
ing “aside the needy from judgment [or 
justice], and to take away the right 
from the poor of my people, that 
widows may be their prey, and that 
they may rob the fatherless.” 

For such hypocrisy, Israel was to be 
severely disciplined. So Jehovah was 
to use Assyria as the rod of His anger. 
It is His right to use one nation—even 
an evil one—to punish another nation 
(Psa. 17:13, 14). 

In the New Testament, we find the 
Lord allowing Satan to put a self- 
confident Peter into his sifter and give 
him a good shaking up. Satan knew just 
how to arrange circumstances so as to 
draw out the cursing and swearing as- 
sociated with Peter’s denial of his Lord 
(Mark 14:66-72). But the ultimate ef- 
fect upon backslidden Peter was a bit- 
ter cry; and his conversion or turning 
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from his sinful way (Luke 22:32). A 
person can be born again but once; yet 
can be converted from the error of his 
way many times. And when Peter did 
change his mind about himself, the 
Lord used him to strengthen his breth- 
ren. 

“« ... neither doth his heart think so 

.’ (Isa. 10:7).—This Assyrian fur- 
nishes us with a striking example of the 
Word of the Lord which says, “My 
thoughts are not your thoughts” (55: 
8). The Lord’s thought in this particular 
matter was to use the Assyrian as His 
“rod” and “staff” to chastise His erring 
people. But the Assyrian’s thought was 
to cut off Judah along with “nations 
not a few’—and to do it in his own 
strength. 

He asked: “Shall I not, as I have 
done unto Samaria and her idols, so do 
to Jerusalem and her idols?” (10:11.) 
To him, the living God in Jerusalem 
was simply an idol, such as other peo- 
ple whom he conquered worshiped! 


“Wherefore ...I will punish the... 
king of Assyria .. .” (Isa. 10:12). — 
Pride is abhorrent to the Lord, and it 
calls for punishment by Him. 

There was a local fulfillment of this 
prophecy against the king of Assyria 
(2 Kings 19:35); but the final judgment 
will be “when the Lord hath performed 
his whole work upon mount Zion.” 

Consider how often he says “I have” 
in Isaiah 10:13, 14. Notice, too, how he 
attributes everything to his wisdom and 
prudence. In other words he wor- 
shiped his own brains. It causes one to 
recall the words: “Professing them- 
selves to be wise, they became fools” 
(Rom. 1:22). This is also a good point 
at which to refresh one’s memory with 
the Lord’s words about worldly wis- 
dom (1 Cor. 1:19-31). 

“.. . there was none that moved the 
wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped” 
(Isa. 10:14). —True, because at that time 
he was more a free agent than a rod in 
the hand of Jehovah. “Like Alexander, 
he thought he had conquered the 
world; and whatever prey he seized, 
there was none that moved the wing, 
or opened the mouth, or peeped, as 
birds do when their nests are rifled. 

“They durst not make any opposition, 
no, not any complaining; such awe did 
they stand in of this mighty conqueror. 
They were so weak that they knew it 
was to no purpose to resist, and he was 
so arbitrary that they knew it was 
to no purpose to complain” (Matthew 
Henry). 

“Shall the axe boast itself against 
him that heweth therewith ... ? (Isa. 
10:15.)—That is exactly what the As- 
syrian was doing! He was but an ax in 
the hand of the Lord; but he imagined 
and boasted that he was the hewer, 
wielding the ax. Hence the Lord found 
it necessary to humble him. Nebuchad- 
nezzar discovered, and actually praised 
God for the fact that: “those that walk 
in pride he is able to abase” (Dan. 4: 
37). We are all exhorted to be “clothed 
with humility: for God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble” 
(1 Pet. 5:5). 


“... the yoke shall be destroyed be- 
cause of the anointing” (Isa. 10:27).— 
In the grand finale of God’s program 
for Israel, the burden and yoke of the 
man of sin shall be destroyed because 
of the appearing of Christ the anointed 
one. 

At His first advent, He became the sin 
bearer; now all placing faith in Him as 
Lord and Saviour are relieved of the 
burden of their sins. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTEeD HyMNS 


“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
“Unto the Hills Around” 
“God Will Take Care of You” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
the refuge and strength of Thy people 
in all generations, we look to Thee 
amid the confusion and peril of our 
times, grateful that Thy Kingdom 
ruleth over all. We rejoice, too, that 
Thou art the lover of our souls, and we 
would have Thee rule over us. Help 
us to trust and obey Thee always 
willingly. Keep Thy hand upon the 
changes rapidly taking place today 
among the nations. Guard and guide 
Thy Church and all Thy faithful peo- 
ple. Give us the courage that comes 
from knowing and trusting Thee and 
may we meet life strong in Thy 
strength. Guide us this week and help 
us to serve Thy will and the needs of 
others. Forgive our sins, cleanse our 
hearts, keep our feet in the way of 
righteousness. Be with the sick and 
the afflicted for their help, with the 
sad and the disappointed for their com- 
fort, with the sinful and foolish for 
their salvation, giving mornings of joy 
for evenings of tearfulness, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Twice in the clos- 
ing verses of the lesson we read of 
God’s hand stretched out. His hand 
“is stretched out upon all the nations,” 
says verse 26 and, “Who shall turn it 
back?” asks verse 27. God’s hand used 





TRUST GOD AS 
BOTH THE RULER (OF NATIONS 
AND LOVER SOULS 


Assyria for the destruction of the north- 
ern kingdom, Israel, and the humbling 
of Judah. Assyria’s self-willed schemes 
of conquest were overruled to serve 
God’s purposes. Then His hand came 
upon Assyria for her destruction and 
she fell with surprising suddenness. 
History may seem a jumble of hap- 
penings with little order or purpose, 
but God keeps His hand upon events 
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and “his kingdom ruleth over all” (Psa. 
103:19). The Battle of Tours in A.D. 
732 kept Europe under Christian rather 
than Mohammedan influence. If Co- 
lumbus had landed on the shores of 
North America instead of the West 
Indies perhaps North America would 
have been Latin and Catholic rather 
than English and Protestant. God does 
rule in history, not always in ways 
clear to men at the time, but He does 
rule. This gives us faith and courage 
for our uncertain times. Kingdoms and 
civilizations may fall, but the Christian 
can be sure that God is in control and 
works toward a better day. 

And this God whose secret rule con- 
tinues behind all the changes history 
brings is the lover of our souls, as 
John 3:16 shows. He never loses sight 
of the individual in the mass of hu- 
manity. Therefore we can safely trust 
His love and care, and the way to put 
ourselves in His loving care is to take 
Christ as our Saviour ‘and obey Him 
as our Lord. Then the hand out- 
stretched in control of history will be 
outstretched to support, protect, and 
direct us. 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, as I look into the faces 

of a group of teen-agers this morn- 
ing, I see the men of tomorrow. Even 
in so short a time as ten years some of 
you will be merchants, manufacturers, 
or in other lines of business, possibly 
executives; some will be lawyers, doc- 
tors, schoolteachers, scientists, or in 
other professional vocations; and some 
will be well on their way to becoming 
congressmen, diplomats—or President 
of the United States. More and more 
very young men are being chosen for 
positions of great responsibility. 

Judging alone by the vastly improved 
facilities for training and the amazing 
expansion of working equipment for 
mass production and for individual 
achievement, it is evident that God has 
designed for this generationof teen- 
agers to accomplish greater things than 
any that have ever gone before. Think 
of the recent development in air travel, 
in radio, in television, in the labora- 
tories of science, in the harnessing of 
the atom, in missiles and rockets! 

In a very few years you teen-agers 
will be sitting up in the driver’s seat, 
holding the reins over a very unruly 
and fast-moving world. Humanly 
Speaking, the fate of millions will hang 
upon the wisdom or the mistakes of 
your driving. 

And you American boys are on the 
Spot, for your country is the richest in 
the world. The nations of the earth are 








looking to America for leadership, for 
economic help; are looking to its states- 
men to show the way out of the greatest 
international confusion of all history. 
Meantime, you are sitting in the lap of 
luxury. You have far better food, are 
better clothed, have better facilities for 
your training than the teen-agers of 
any other country on the globe. Your 
standard of living is not only higher in 
contrast to other nations, but it is even 
higher than your ancestors ever knew. 
It is actually without precedent. 

Now, fellows, don’t you think that 
even this early you should be doing 
some thinking about the big world; 
about the powerful nation, fairly rac- 
ing to get into your guiding hands? 
Soon you will have to meet the situ- 
ation, either with a prepared mind and 
with definite convictions as to what is 
right and wise; or else become a thought- 
less, useless piece of drift borne along 
on the swift-flowing tide. A great phi- 
losopher said: “The best test of the meas- 
ure of a man is in relation to great 
movements, great problems, and great 
tasks. A small man will be over- 
whelmed by them, or else unconscious 
of their presence and significance and 
therefore ineffective; but a man with 
red blood in his veins will rejoice in 
that it is his to relate himself to the 
great things that God is doing in the 
world about him.” 

That is true. And the one sure path 
of wisdom and successful leadership is 
clearly shown in God’s Word. Make 
that the first-place textbook in your 
preparation. It is the only God-guaran- 
teed way to true success. “It shall ac- 
complish that which I please, ani it 
shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it,” says the Lord through Isaiah 
the prophet in chapter 55:11. (Read 
that whole passage, verses 10-13.) And 
it is through Isaiah that the Lord speaks 
to the nations and to us today. It is in 
this study we are reminded that all 
nations that have endeavored to con- 
duct their affairs without God and in 
defiance of God’s clearly stated laws 
have fallen in their own folly. 

The only way out of all this welter 
of crime and international confusion is 
for men who trust in God and in His 
Word to be in the places of leadership 
and of counsel; men who are willing to 
look to God for help in the conferences, 
national and international; men who 
have not only the faith but the courage 
to open their counsels with prayer to 
Almighty God for His unerring wisdom 
and guidance. 

Fellows, make up your minds now to 
be that kind of leader, stick to that 
purpose; keep yourselves clean in the 
power of Christ, and it will doubtless 
be your privilege to do a real Moses 
job for your generation. 


ve 


Things may seem to be going all 
wrong, but He knows as well as we; and 
He will arise in the right moment if we 
are really trusting Him so fully as to let 
Him work in His own way and time.— 
A. B. Simpson. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we will review Hebrews 1: 

1-5, and then learn verse 6. I hope 
we are getting more acquainted this 
quarter with the prophets. When we 
meet them in Heaven, we will recognize 
them, and talk with them about the ex- 
periences they had when living on earth. 
They were “holy men” speaking by the 
Holy Spirit, but always remember that 
only the Son of God, who was equal 
with the Father, could reveal God 
fully. These wonderful words we are 
learning in Hebrews 1 can only be ap- 
plied to Him! 

Last week we read how Assyria in- 
vaded the little country of Judah, and 
how God defended it. 

Today we are going to read one of 
Isaiah’s messages, given before those 
events took place. Historical events 
that seem just to happen are part of 
God’s great plan, for no nation on earth 
can escape His control. In Isaiah’s life- 
time, it looked as if the king of Assyria 
was out of God’s control. He conquered 
a number of heathen nations, and then 
destroyed the northern kingdom of 
Israel, taking the people captive to As- 
syria. Until that time, 721 B.C., the na- 
tion of Israel had been delivered from 
their enemies time and time again by 
the Lord. Why did the Lord allow their 
captivity? Had His power failed? 

Let us read Isaiah 10:5-7 to get light 
on this question. Here God lets us look 
behind the scenes of world history. We 
learn that He used Assyria to punish 
Israel, just as a parent might use a rod 
to punish his child. Read 2 Kings 18:9- 
12. Notice how clearly it is pointed out 
that Assyria did not conquer Israel 
because of her superior power. No, As- 
syria conquered Israel because God per- 
mitted it. And He permitted it because 
Israel had continued to disobey Him, 
refusing to hear and to do His com- 
mandments. But although God allowed 
Assyria to conquer Israel at this time, 
He miraculously preserved Judah, as we 
learned last Sunday, because King Heze- 
kiah and the Prophet Isaiah appealed 
their case to Him. 

Now back to Isaiah 10:7. The As- 
syrians did not know that God was us- 
ing their nation to punish Israel. To 
them Israel was just one of the nations 
they had set out to destroy. 

Read verses 12-15. Here God foretells 
destruction on Assyria, after He finished 
punishing Israel for their sins. Assyria 
was swollen with pride because of their 
conquests, which was as foolish as if an 
ax or a saw were boasting about the 
wood it had cut. Not knowing that 
they were merely an instrument in the 
hand of the Lord, the Assyrians at- 
tributed all their successes to their own 
strength. 
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Turn to Isaiah 14:24-27. All believing 
Jews must have been greatly encour- 
aged at the message of verse 25. Here 
was the Lord’s promise that the As- 
syrians would ultimately be destroyed. 
The message did not say when this 
would take place, but happen it must, 
for God said so! 

What lessons can we learn from these 
verses in Isaiah? God has not left our 
world to solve its own problems. He 
controls the rise and fall of nations. 
And His purposes are the ones that will 
be fulfilled. 

Since the final destiny of every nation 
will be determined by God, how im- 
portant it is that we as individuals and 
as a nation acknowledge Him, confess 
our sins, and seek His guidance! Our 
nation has been more blessed than any 
other in the world’s history. Why? In 
the first place it was founded by God- 
fearing men. We all know how the Pil- 
grims came to this country and suffered 
great hardships that they might have 
freedom to worship God. 

A century and a half: later, in 1778, 
during the Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia, Benjamin Franklin pro- 
posed that the meetings be opened with 
prayer. He said in part, “I have lived, 
sir, a long time; and the longer I live, 
the more convincing proofs I see of the 
truth, that God governs in the affairs of 
men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to 
the ground without His notice, is it 
probable that an empire can rise with- 
out His aid? We have been assured, 
sir, in the Sacred Writings, that ‘except 
the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it.’ I firmly believe 
this; and I also believe that, without His 
concurring aid, we shall succeed in this 
political building no better than the 
builders of Babel.” 

Our country has had Christian leaders 
over and over again. During the Civil 
War the words, “In God We Trust,” were 
stamped on our coins, and they are still 
there. 

Let us make sure that this is not 
just a meaningless phrase, but let us 
really trust in God ourselves, and pray 
that our nation may do likewise. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Someone Watching Over Us.—For the 

Lord of Hosts hath purposed, and who 
shall disannul it? (Isa. 14:27, Golden 
Text.) I sat near General Sir William 
Dobbie as he addressed a great audience 
in an English provincial town on a 
Saturday afternoon, when most British 
laborers enjoy a respite from work. 
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We should all have liked to have given 
the General a standing ovation, but his 
very demeanor showed that it would be 
distasteful to him. Indeed, after speak- 
ing briefly about Malta, he said, “I 
have come to speak to you about the 
Lord Jesus and His faithfulness to me 
since I first gave my heart to Him.” 
In a quiet, restrained, conversational 
voice he told us of the gravity of the 
situation in Malta, and the terrible con- 
sequences that would have followed if 
the garrison had capitulated. He had 
had but four airplanes of an old type, 
and four battalions of soldiers. The 
nearest Allied airdromes were a thou- 
sand miles away, while the German 
and Italian planes in Sicily had to fly 
only 60 miles. Things were serious, for 
the convoys were constantly in danger 
of submarines and bombing. An inva- 
sion was expected any day, and he told 
how, when things were at their worst, 
he had received a telegram from his 
Commander-in-Chief in England with 
just three words on it: “See Deuteron- 
omy 3:22.” General Dobbie did not 
remember what the verse was, but on 
looking it up found it to read, “Ye 
shall not fear them:.for the Lord your 
God shall fight for you.” Throughout 
the darkest days, when bombs rained 
down on the little island, the General 
was conscious that God was indeed 
fighting for them, and he issued an 
order of the day to his men telling 
them to trust in God, and never to 
doubt that He would watch over them 
and give them the victory. He told 
how often some of his officers would 
say to him, “I think, sir, someone above 
must be watching over us.” They only 
thought; he knew that God was shield- 
ing and protecting that little island 
because so much depended on its secur- 
ity—From Arthur Hedley in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Peculiar Wind.—The Lord of hosts 
hath purposed, and who shall disannul 
it? and his hand is stretched out, and 
who shall turn it back? (Isa. 14:27, 
Golden Text.) The destiny of nations 
is in the hands of our mighty God. 
His “judgments are made manifest.” 
Many times the whole course of history 
has been changed in an instant by ‘the 
hand of Almighty God. In the late 
afternoon. of April 22, 1915, the Ger- 
mans loosed their deadly poisonous gas 
on the Allies for the first time. It 
was to be the final blow to wipe out 
the tottering Allied nations. Allied sol- 
diers fell in droves and were piled like 
bloated cordwood. Germany needed 
only to march through, take the Eng- 
lish Channel, and the world was hers. 
But suddenly the gas whirled and flung 
itself back over the German Army. 
Germans by the thousands choked and 
staggered to their deaths. The plan 
of Germany had been thwarted. Of- 
ficials of the German meteorological de- 
partment who had advised the time of 
attack were amazed. In their 40 years 
of meteorological records, “the wind 
had never acted so peculiarly before,” 
the official report said. And the re- 


verse was confined to that one small 
area. Who can doubt it?—“Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty.”—From Senior Bible Teacher. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, 
N.Y. 


Fools and Folly.—I will punish the 
fruit of the stout heart (Isa. 10:12). 
Said a prominent physician, in address- 
ing a class of young men: “Your de- 
bauches are but the ‘savory fumes of 
burning nerves,’ overdrafts upon the 
bank of your natural resources, which 
demand payment too terrible to cal- 
culate! ‘The way of transgressors is 
hard,’ so hard that as I go my rounds 
of hospitals where suffering humanity 
is squaring accounts with sin, I ask, 
‘How long must this agony continue?’ 
Just as long as the fool loves his folly, 
and is willing to exchange the vitality 
of a lifetime for the sinful pleasures 
of a moment.”—From Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Pride Proved Fatal.—I will punish 

. . the king of Assyria. ... For he 
saith, By the strength of my hand I 
have done it (Isa. 10:12, 13). Mr. Hare, 
in his “Wanderings in Spain,” says that 
in the center of the Fontana de las 
Ocas at Barcelona there is a little 
bronze figure of a knight on a horse. 
“This is ... the brave knight Vilardell, 
full of good works, who was permitted 
to kill the famous dragon, but who for- 
got his humility in the moment of tri- 
umph, and exclaimed: ‘Well done, good 
sword! Well done, brave arm of Vil- 
ardell!’ upon which a drop of the drag- 
on’s poisonous blood fell upon his arm 
from the sword which he brandished, 
and he died.”"—From Jane T. Stoddart. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


Do It Again!—Shall the axe boast 
itself against him that heweth there- 
with? (Isa. 10:15.) A certain rich man 
was giving his testimony, recalling the 
day when his total wealth was a shill- 
ing. “That night,” he said, “I wandered 
into a mission, and when the collection 
was taken, I dropped it all-in.” Rather 
pompously he continued, “From that 
day I have prospered, for I gave every- 
thing I had to the Lord.” An old saint 
sitting on the front seat, who had been 
listening very intently to the man, 
ejaculated: “Ye dare na do it again! 
Ye dare na do it again.”"—From the 
Message of Stewardship. Sent by J. 
W. Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


Prepared for His Purpose.—As I have 
purposed, so shall it stand (Isa. 14:24). 
In the “Memorials of Frances Ridley 
Havergal,” we read of a prayer she 
had been taught in childhood by her 
mother, and which, she said, had be- 
come the prayer of her life. It was 
this: “Prepare me, O Lord, for all that 
Thou hast prepared for me.” It is a 
prayer that we may fitly make our 
own. This prayer implies the belief 
that the events and circumstances of 
our life are known beforehand to God, 
that they are indeed part of His plan 
for us, and that He is able to prepare 
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us for that which He has prepared for 
us. It is a belief surely implied in our 
Christian faith. Jesus has taught us to 
believe in our Heavenly Father’s in- 
dividual love and care. He deals with 
us, each one, through a course of events 
and circumstances suited to His special 
purpose in our life—From the Meth- 
odist Recorder. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


The Universal Master.—This is the 
purpose that is purposed upon the 
whole earth (Isa. 14:26). Italy cele- 
brates Garibaldi, but Italy alone; Ger- 
many recalls Bismarck and the old 
emperor, but not France; France re- 
members Napoleon, but England despises 
him; no foreign nation observes Wash- 
ington’s birthday. But Jesus belongs 
to all nations of the earth. He shall 
reign supreme as the universal Master. 
—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


This Is God’s World 
(Isa. 37:21-35) 
HOW “the great king,” Sennacherib, 
on his throne on wheels. The pic- 
ture in the National Geographic Maga- 
zine (Jan. 1951, p. 101) shows it only in 


the distance, but the whole painting sug- - 


gests his power and authority. Some 
Bible dictionaries, such as Fausset’s 
“Bible Cyclopaedia,” have a drawing 
of it. Note on a map the extent of his 
empire. Then show flannelgraph scene 
of Hezekiah with a letter. 

What is that letter telling Hezekiah? 
Another threat that Sennacherib will 
“get” him! Surrender now! Hezekiah 
did not know that the Lord was prepar- 
ing an answer to his prayer before he 
even went to the Temple to pray! God 
knew that the king of Egypt and 
Ethiopia was coming on against the 
king of Assyria. God knew what He 
was going to cause to happen to Sen- 
nacherib’s army! But for Hezekiah and 
his people, shut up in the walled city 
of Jerusalem with little food inside and 
an enemy army outside, all looked 
hopeless. 

Now a messenger arrives from Isaiah 
to the king. (Place messenger on flan- 
nelboard. Read the introductory part 
of the message in Isa. 37:21b, 22a.) The 
message is a Hebrew poem, full of word 
pictures. The first picture is of a young 
woman laughing and taunting behind a 
great warrior, and he cannot touch her, 
Strong man that he is, because a 
Stronger is now against him—even God 
Himself! The young woman stands for 
the people of Jerusalem; the warrior is 
King Sennacherib of Assyria, and Cod is 
“the Holy One of Israel.” Can you see 
the picture as we read verses 22b, 23? 
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Listen to the bragging the great war- 
rior had done—another picture—even 
the highest mountains with great forests 
could not stop him! On the map you 
can find the snow-capped Lebanon range 
in the north of Palestine. His bragging 
goes on—even lack of water could not 
stop his great army. One clever thing 
Hezekiah had done before King Sen- 
nacherib’s army arrived was to bring a 
stream of water from a spring outside 
the city into a pool inside the walls, so 
the people of Jerusalem could have its 
water but the Assyrians could not. 
(Probably it looked something like the 
pool pictured in the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, Dec. 1950, p. 1722.) 
And rivers could not stop him from 
capturing cities! (Read v. 25.) 


Why did Sennacherib have success 
everywhere? Because God gave it to 
him! Didn’t he realize that? (Read 
vv. 26, 27, and note the word pictures of 
grass and plants so easily tramped down 
or withered up.) God knew every- 
thing Sennacherib had done and God 
had heard the insulting words he had 
used when he spoke as though God were 
no better than gods of wood and gold 
(vv. 28, 29). See the picture of Sen- 
nacherib being led around like an ani- 
mal with a ring in his nose, just as he 
had led his prisoners! 


Will Hezekiah and his people have 
enough to eat? They have been shut 
up in the city for months, and the coun- 
try around has been plundered by the 
enemy army. No crops could be 
planted. The Lord Himself will make 
the crops grow without new planting 
(v. 30). And the nation will increase 
and become great again, although thou- 
sands have been taken prisoner when 
all the other cities were captured (vv. 
31, 32). What a grand promise ends the 
message! (vv. 33-35.) 


A terrible disease suddenly struck 
Sennacherib’s army; officers and men 
died by the thousands, and Sennacherib 
went back to his own country. He 
never came back to attack Jerusalem! 
Years later he was murdered by his 
own sons while he was worshiping his 
god. 

“O Lord ... thou art the God ... of 
all the kingdoms of the earth” (Isa. 37: 
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16, Memory Verse). Communists, As- 
syrians, “men from Mars” are all alike to 
Him! But is America trusting Him 
enough to have His help? 


Orono, MAINE. 





hes 


AS AS 6 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


66 AM going to destroy your city, 

the king (Sennacherib) of the ene- 
mies (Assyrians) of God’s_ people 
boasted. It is no wonder that he boasted. 
He had gone to battle again and again 
and every time he was the victor. Now 
he was determined to destroy the beau- 
tiful city of God—Jerusalem. 

You may be certain that God’s peo- 
ple were afraid. They knew that they 
would become slaves of the enemies. 
And they surely did not want that to 
happen! They ran to their wise King 
Hezekiah. They felt that he would be 
able to help them. But do you know 
what? When King Hezekiah heard the 
news, he, too, was afraid! He knew 
that the army of the enemy was big 
and powerful. The army of the people 
of God was small and weak. What 
could he and his people do? 

Hezekiah did the wisest thing that 
anyone can do. He went right up to 
God’s house and prayed. He told God 
about the trouble (even though God 
knew all about it). He asked God to 
help him and his people. When he 
finished talking to God, Hezekiah the 
king went to the prophet of God— 
Isaiah. 

Isaiah surprised Hezekiah by saying: 
“Here is what the Lord says, ‘You do 
not have to be afraid of those enemies. 
They will not destroy your city. I am 
going to cause the king of the enemy 
to hear some bad news. Then he will 
go home. And there he will die.’” 

Hezekiah was certainly happy to re- 
ceive the message from God. He be- 
-lieved that God would do as He said. 
So he was no longer afraid. 

When the king of the enemies heard 
what the Lord had said, he became 
angry. He wrote a letter to Hezekiah 
in which he said, “Don’t be fooled by 
what your God has said. You know 
how we have destroyed other lands. 
Don’t think that you can escape. The 
gods of the other lands did not protect 
them. And your God will not protect 
you.” 

Imagine that! That wicked king was 
comparing the true and living God of 
Heaven to the idols made of wood and 
stone—the false, make-believe gods of 
other lands. 

As soon as Hezekiah received the 
letter he hurried again to God’s house, 
taking the letter with him. Again he 
cried to God: “The wicked king of the 
enemies is laughing at Thee. Save us 
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from him. Help everyone to know that 
Thou art the true and living God.” 

Again God comforted Hezekiah. He 
told him that He had heard what the 
wicked king had said. He knew how 
boastful he was because he had won 
many victories. “The king of the en- 
emy will go back home,” God assured 
Hezekiah. “He will not shoot one ar- 
row in My city. He won’t get inside 
the city. I will save this city so that 
My people will honor Me.” 

That night when all of the soldiers 
of the enemy were sound asleep out- 
side the city that they expected to 
capture the next day, God sent one of 
His angels to the camp. And in the 
morning King Hezekiah and the peo- 
ple of God looked outside the walls of 
the city. And there were the soldiers 
of the enemy lined up—dead! The 
angel of God had killed hundreds and 
thousands (185,000) of them! The 
wicked king was really afraid. He 
really did hear bad news, as God had 
said. So he hurried home to his own 
land. 

You would suppose that when he had 
seen that, the enemy king would have 
realized that he should no longer boast 
of what he could do. He should turn 
his heart to the true and living miracle- 
working God of Heaven. But he did 
not. He kept right on praying to his 
false, make-believe gods. And one day 
as he was doing just that, his own two 
sons came in and killed him, exactly 
as God had said. 

As God cared for His people who 
trusted Him in the long ago, He loves 
and cares for those who truly trust 
Him today. Do you trust Him? 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. : 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 641) 


1. The Assyrian is the rod of God’s 
anger because he was used as His 
chastening instrument. 


2. He marched only by God’s per- 
mission. 

3. He was confident because he be- 
lieved he was facing no more than an- 
other impotent god (Isa. 10:10, 11). 

4. Destruction by God lay ahead for 
him. 

5. His arrogance is likened to the 
ax shaking its wielder, and the saw its 
operator. 

6. The threat caused them to turn 
to God. 


7. He uses evil to demonstrate that 
He is sovereignly in control of all. 


8. Balaam or Caiaphas. 


9. This does not necessarily indicate 
His approval. 

10. The Cross is the place where 
man’s greatest sin became the place 
where the greatest grace was displayed. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 4 


Our Unique Leader 
(Heb. 4:14-16; 12:2) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

NDER the theme, “What Makes a 

Winning Team,” four topics, begin- 
ning this week, will seek to relate to the 
Christian life some of the experiences 
and lessons learned on the football field, 
The original title suggested by the In- 
ternational Society of Christian En- 
deavor for this first topic has been 
changed to the one shown above for 
publication in THE Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times, for the reason that the Lord 
Jesus, to whom it refers, is infinitely 
more than a “coach,” or even “An Out- 
standing Coach.” There are some 
points of analogy here, but we must be 
careful to see that no human coach can 
do for his players what the Lord Jesus 
Christ has done and can do for His fol- 
lowers. 


se 


The Lord Jesus gave His life that we 
might have eternal life. No human 
coach is “good enough to pay the price 
of sin.” Having died in your place and 
mine, the Lord Jesus became our High 
Priest (Heb. 4:14-16) at the Father’s 
right hand, where He ever lives to in- 
tercede for us, as no human helper can. 


$8 


And you and I need that intercession, 
for, at our best, we are weak and beset 
by temptations. A human coach can 
give us good advice and can understand 
our difficulties to a point. But the Lord 
Jesus, because He endured the tempta- 
tion that we must meet, knows and 
sympathizes with our weakness, and, 
what is more, can strengthen us and 
help us in “time of need,” or literally, 
“in the nick of time” (v. 16). No hu- 
man coach, however he may want to, 
can do this. 

se 


One of the functions of a good coach 
is to map out the strategy for the game 
in which his players will be engaged. 
However, even the best coach will ac- 
knowledge his limitations. He knows 
that, with all his skill, he cannot know 
the end from the beginning. Our Saviour 
has infinite knowledge and wisdom. He 
has not only mapped out the course that 
we are to follow but He is also “the 
finisher,” or “perfecter,” of that course. 
We can be “confident of this very thing, 
that he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). No human 
coach can do that for us. 

9 

What more can we ask as we press 
forward in the game of life than a 
leader who loves and understands and 
sympathizes with us, One who knows 
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our every trial and weakness, and One 
who can supply the strength and direc- 
tion that we need for every situation. 
Are you on His team? If not, do you not 
want Him for your Saviour, Lord, and 
Leader? If you have accepted Him as 
your Saviour, are you heeding His direc- 
tion and making full use of the strength 
and wisdom He offers, or are you strug- 
gling along “somehow” instead of tri- 
umphantly? He urges you to come to 
Him “boldly” to find the grace and help 
you need. The beginning of each day, 
in the morning watch, is the best time 
to come regularly, but you may also 
call upon Him at any moment and in 
any emergency. Are you keeping your 
eyes on Him? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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What the Bookshelves Show 


(Continued from page 639) 


Rosemary Takes to Teaching. By Pa- 
tricia Baldwin. (Victory Press, Clap- 
ham Crescent, London, S.W. 4, Eng., 
5/8d, postpaid.) Teaching insubordinates 
is not easy, but Rosemary knew a secret 
that would carry her through—the vic- 
tory and guidance released during her 
morning watch with the Lord. Still, 
the students, led by Judy, talked aloud, 
sneered at their teacher’s religion, and 
kept the class in a general uproar. For 
a time Rosemary bore and forbore, but 
on her way home from a Sunday serv- 
ice, when she met Judy and her clan 
returning from the cinema, their ridicule 
seemed just too much. Later Judy and 
Barbara were caught cheating in exams. 
Then came a day when circumstances 
robbed Rosemary of the quiet time, and 
her temper flared disastrously. After 
repentance and apology had restored 
peace, there came a wondrous opportu- 
nity to return good for evil. At last a 
bitter trial brought Judy unexpected 
sympathy from her teacher, and sud- 
denly the girl opened her heart to the 
transforming Christ. 


we 


God’s Security Measures 
(Continued from page 636) 


and power, and nothing “shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8:39). Now and forever “the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 
19:6). 

So we shall “never perish.” The orig- 
inal has the double negative, which is 
used for emphasis. In other passages 
it is translated, “In no wise.” It is 
impossible for us to perish. 

Yet is it not possible for us to fall 
into sin? Yes, it is. Although God 
has given us every assistance in living 
a holy life, sometimes, through our own 
willfulness and foolishness, we sin and 
Sometimes sin grievously. The Bible 
hever covers up the faults of its heroes. 
David was a man after God’s own heart, 


but he fell into the most serious sin. 
Peter was foremost among the apostles, 
yet he denied his Lord with oaths and 
cursings. They fell, but it is certain 
that they were not lost forever. Both 
were restored on repentance by the 
same grace that saved them, as Peter 
showed by his bold preaching on the 
Day of Pentecost. 

This is where the Christian differs 
from the man of the world. As A. H. 
Strong says: 

“The Christian is like a man making 
his way uphill, who occasionally slips 
back, yet always has his face set to- 
ward the summit. The unregenerate 
man has his face turned downward, 
and he is slipping all the way.” 

We may fall, but we shall never fall 
away completely. C, H. Spurgeon has 
put it so beautifully: “The believer 
like a man on shipboard, may fall 
again and again on the deck, but he 
will never fall overboard.” Like Peter 
and David we may go a long way from 
God, but we shall never go beyond re- 
covery. In the saddest moments and in 
the darkest hour we shall still have 
the everlasting arms underneath and 
about us. We know a security which 
all the perils and fears of earth are 
powerless to shake. 

When we have had a fall we were 
happy to know that there was a limit 
to that fall. It meant bruises and 
scratches, but it was not death. So 
Peter, who fell so far that he was badly 
shaken, rejoiced in the certainty that 
he had not and could not fall to death. 
In his first Epistle (1:4, 5) he gives 
thanks to God. It is for this reason. 
God has begotten us again “to an in- 
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto sal- 
vation.” We are guarded by God. We 
hear these words of Christ to His Fa- 
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ther. “Holy Father, keep through thine 
own name those whom thou hast given 
me, .. . While I was with them in the 
world, I kept them in thy name: those 
that thou gavest me I have kept, and 
none of them is lost, but the son of 
perdition; that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil” (John 17:11, 12, 15). That 
prayer will be abundantly answered. 
Left to ourselves, anything might hap- 
pen to us. We are weak and none of 
us would be saved if we had to keep 
ourselves. We thank God that we are 
not left to ourselves, we are kept by 
the Lord. He does not always stop 
the storms from coming to us, for then 
we see how sorely we need His help, 
but He never permits us to drown. 

Look at our present position as Chris- 
tians. This is the golden chain of 
Christian life. Those whom God “did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate, .. . 
Moreover whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified; and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified” 
(Rom. 8:29, 30). We have already 
seen four of these links; foreknown, 
predestinated, called, and _ justified. 
Only one more remains, glorified. There 
is no break in that chain. Those who 
are foreknown are those who are glo- 
rified. As Christians we have been 
chosen of God, so it is only a matter 
of time before we are glorified. No- 
where in this passage is there room 
for anything to go wrong, or for a 
child of God to be lost. 

We have no New Testament example 
of a person being a believer and then 
becoming one of the world. Nowhere 
do we read of a person who once had 
eternal life and then lost it. “The 
actual perdition of one elected of God 
to salvation has never taken place and 
never will” (R. Govett). 

The knowledge of this security en- 
courages us and in it we can rejoice. 
We may be troubled by temptation; 
Satan may bring doubts to our hearts, 
but we are safe forever. God will 
keep ‘us. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 29 to September 4 
Mon.—Isaiah 10:5-11. 
An Instrument of God’s Purpose. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “O Assyrian, the 
rod of mine anger, and the staff in their 
hand is mine indignation. I will send 
him against an hypocritical nation, and 
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against the people of my wrath will I 
give him a charge, to take the spoil... 
and to tread them down like the mire 
of the streets.” God extends to men 
and nations the choice of His blessing 
or curse. “Behold, I set before you this 
day a blessing and a curse; a blessing, 
if ye obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God... and a curse, if ye will 
not obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God” (Deut. 11:26, 27). And 
when the curse comes it arrives through 
natural channels. The Lord uses men 
and nations to carry out His distribu- 
tion of heavenly favors, and the admin- 
istration of His punishments in this 
world. In the next world they will be 
definitely direct. “The curse causeless 
shall not come” (Prov. 26:2). Pray 
for Evangelical Missionary Fellowship, 
Largo, Fla. 


Tues.—Isaiah 10:12-19. 


The Proud Punished. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wherefore it 
shall come to pass, that when the Lord 
hath performed his whole work upon 
mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will 
punish the fruit of the stout heart of the 
king of Assyria, and the glory of his 
high looks.” Remember the fall of Hit- 
ler and Mussolini? God knows how to 
humble the proud. Read Psalm 2 and 
see what can happen to the proud in 
positions of national leadership, “when 
he ariseth to shake terribly the earth” 
(Isa. 2:19). God will not endure him 
that has a proud heart. He hates the 
proud look, as He does the lying tongue. 
“God resisteth the proud” (1 Pet. 5:5). 
They are under the curse of God (Psa. 
119:21). Keep humble and you will be 
safe. Pray for the Pacific Broadcasting 
Association, Tokyo, Japan. 


Wed.—Isaiah 14:22-27. 
The Lord’s Purpose. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This is the pur- 
pose that is purposed upon the whole 
earth: and this is the hand that is 
stretched out upon all the nations.” 
God rules the world in righteousness. 
He metes out justice with a clean and 
mighty hand. Our Lord in His millen- 
nial Kingdom, will “rule ... with a rod 
of iron.” Some tokens of His attitude 
toward sinning nations are given in 
Biblical history, and in the more terri- 
ble predictions in the Old and New Tes- 
taments. A re-reading of the Book of 
the Revelation will greatly enlarge your 
conception of the coming woes upon 
proud and_ godless nations. Pray 
especially these days for your govern- 
ment, in harmony with divine direc- 
tions in 1 Timothy 2:1-8 (noting 
particularly the first and eighth verses). 
Pray for your Chief Executive. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 36:13-22. Assyria’s Threat. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who are they 
among all the gods of these lands, that 
have delivered their land out of my 
hand, that the Lord should deliver Je- 
rusalem out of my hand?” Ignorance 
rules in most hearts regarding the per- 
son, greatness, and sure purposes of God. 
Rabshakeh’s threats were all founded 
in ignorance and pride. Praying Hez- 
ekiah knew how to take matters to the 


Highest Court for decision. His prayer 
and God’s answer give devout readers a 
thrill. It is dangerous to overlook the 
grace and power of God. In all the woes 
of life, dear soul, look up to God who 
has control of things in Heaven, earth, 
and hell, and you will have good news 
to tell. Pray for Baptist Mid-Missions 
in Japan. 


Fri.—Isaiah 37:14-20. 
The King’s Prayer. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And Hezekiah 
received the letter from the hand of the 
messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah 
went up unto the house of the Lord, 
and spread it before the Lord. And 
Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord.” The 
outlook was ominous: but the uplook 
was glorious. Hope always rises with 
faith. They are like the two wings of a 
bird, they have lifting, helping power. 
We can all do a better thing with our 
troubles at the gate of Heaven than we 
can anywhere else. No true heart ever 
seeks God in vain. And you know that 
the answer is the better part of prayer. 
Pray for the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance ministries in Japan. 


Sat.—Isaiah 37:5-7, 33-38. 
Prediction and Fulfillment. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The king of As- 
syria ... shall not come into... nor 
shoot an arrow there, nor come before 
it with shields, nor cast a bank against 
it. By the way that he came, by the 
same shall he return, and shall not 
come into this city, saith the Lord. For 
I will defend this city to save it for 
mine own sake, and for my servant Da- 
vid’s sake.” The record is thrilling. No 
limits can be put upon our God. He 
does more things in answer to prayer 
than anyone dares predict. Let all fear- 


. ful souls draw nigh to God in humble 
’ prayer with clean hearts and unfeigned 


lips, and discover what great things the 
Lord will do for them. Does God hear 
your voice day by day? Pray for the 
Far Eastern Gospel Crusade, Japan. 


Sun.—Psalm 37:1-9. Trust in the Lord. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Trust in the 
Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 
Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he 
shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart.” If you don’t trust, your soul will 
rust! Vain is the help of man. Only 
those who trust in the Lord are safe, 
but here is a caution: “Ye have need of 
patience, that, after ye have done the 
will of God, ye might receive the prom- 
ise.” “Let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and en- 
tire, wanting nothing” (Heb. 10:36; Jas. 
1:4). If answers to prayer are rare, go 
over God’s rules with care. Pray for 
the Japan Evangelistic Band in Japan. 


vé 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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